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Camden Climate Change Alliance 

Marks of Achievement Guidance for Use 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

1.1.1 In response to consultation with its Advisory Board and members the Camden 
Climate Change Alliance has identified the need for a light-touch, cost effective and 
externally supported award scheme for organisations in Camden to use to 
demonstrate their environmental achievements.  

1.1.2 Award schemes currently available can be process heavy and cost prohibitive, for 
example ISO14001 external certification and the Carbon Trust Standard can cost in 
the region of £4,000 for initial certification. The London ‘Green Mark’ is suitable for 
smaller organisations but has a charge and the ‘Green 500’ is only available for very 
large organisations. The Mayor of London’s Green Procurement is a great award for 
organisations of all sizes, however, its focus is on environmental purchasing 
exclusively.  

1.1.3 The Camden Climate Change Alliance requires organisations to sign the Climate 
Commitment in order to become a member of the Alliance. The Commitment contains 
a series of actions that need to be completed by an organisation for it to be 
considered to be keeping its commitment to the climate. There are different levels of 
actions that can be put into a step by step process and as such, have formed the 
foundation of the Camden Climate Change Alliance’s ‘Better Climate for Camden 
Marks of Achievement’.  

1.1.4 The Marks of Achievement come in three levels which will act as an incentive for 
organisations that have joined the Alliance to disclose their emissions of carbon 
dioxide and continually reduce their emissions.  

2 The Marks 

2.1 Level 1: Going Green  
 

 
Figure 1 Going Green mark of achievement 
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To achieve the Better Climate for Camden ‘Going Green’ mark, an organisation must have 
completed the following steps: 

�  Joined the Camden Climate Change Alliance (see 
www.betterclimateforcamden.org/joinus ) 

�  Calculated its carbon footprint including at least 12 months worth of scope one and 
scope two data.  

�  Set a challenging target for reducing this footprint.  
�  Produced an action plan detailing how the organisation will meet this target.  

 
All organisations taking part in the Carbon Confident Programme will qualify for this mark.  
 
 

2.2 Level 2: Cutting Carbon 
 

 
Figure 2 cutting carbon mark of achievement 
 
To achieve the Better Climate for Camden ‘Cutting Carbon’ mark, an organisation must have 
completed the following steps: 

�  Met the criteria for the ‘Going Green’ mark.  
�  Disclosed to the Camden Climate Change Alliance a second carbon footprint for a 

full 12 months of data, which demonstrates one of the following two things; 
(a) A % reduction in carbon dioxide emissions from one year to the next, or 
(b) A reduction in CO2  per m2 gross internal area of occupied buildings from one 

year to the next. This is suitable for organisations which are expanding. Scope 1 
emissions from owned vehicles should also be decreasing on a per unit basis 
(i.e. CO2 emissions from transport have decreased relative to annual turnover).  

�  All CO2 emissions reductions must be significant in relation to the organisation’s 
overall CO2 reduction target. A less than 1% annual decrease will be subject to 
scrutiny by the Camden Climate Change Alliance Advisory Board. 

�  Emissions reductions may be corrected for the weather.  

2.3 Level 3: Carbon Champion 
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Figure 2 cutting carbon mark of achievement 
 
 
To achieve the Better Climate for Camden ‘Carbon Champion’ mark, an organisation must 
have completed the following steps: 

�  Met the criteria for the ‘Going Green’ and ‘Cutting Carbon’ marks.  
�  Regularly demonstrating leadership by sharing knowledge or experiences with 

others. Examples of interaction include: becoming a written case study; helping to 
lead workshops with the Better Climate for Camden Team, providing resources, 
running an event, speaking at an event, and so on. More examples are available 
on www.betterclimateforcamden.org.     

 

 

2.4 Intended use of the Mark  

2.4.1 The Marks have been designed for use on websites, letter heads, and other 
corporate stationary and promotional materials as a visible demonstration of an 
organisation’s commitment to taking local action to tackle climate change.  

2.4.2 The Marks may be used as evidence of environmental achievement for reasons such 
as applying for awards, bidding for contracts, applying for grants, and achieving 
certification to ISO14001 or EMAS.  

2.4.3 Where Marks have been placed on websites the Better Climate for Camden Team 
would encourage organisations to link to the webpage 
www.betterclimateforcamden.org/achievement so that any interested party can click 
on the link and find out what exactly the organisation has done to have achieved the 
Mark.  

2.4.4 The Mark of Achievement gained by each member of the Alliance will automatically 
be displayed on the member’s page of the Climate Change Alliance website next to 
the organisation’s name. Any member of the Alliance can request for this to be 
removed at any time by emailing better.climate@camden.gov.uk.  

2.4.5 The Mark should always be of a size where the words ‘Going Green’, ‘Cutting 
Carbon’ and ‘Carbon Champion’ can be read clearly. The Marks display better in 
colour but display in black and white / greyscale is allowed.   

2.4.6 The use of the Marks by members of the Camden Climate Change Alliance is 
optional but encouraged so that organisations may benefit from its achievement and 
to help raise the profile of the Alliance and its objectives.  

 

3 Initial Award of the Mark 

3.1 Carbon Confident Programme 
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3.1.1 Any organisation completing the Carbon Confident Programme will automatically be 
awarded the Going Green Mark of achievement by their Carbon Mentor. See 
www.betterclimateforcamden.org/carbonconfident for more information. Where an 
organisation can supply sufficient data and evidence, some organisations may be 
able to apply directly for the Cutting Carbon Mark.  

3.2 Apply Online 

3.2.1 Once you have joined the Camden Climate Change Alliance you can make an online 
application for a Mark of Achievement. You will need to submit the application form 
which is available from www.betterclimateforcamden.org/achievement along with 
evidence that you have met the award criteria to better.climate@camden.gov.uk.  

3.2.2 An organisation can apply for any of the three Marks at any time. Organisations do 
not need to progress up the levels if they already meet the criteria of a higher level.  

3.2.3 Organisations will be assigned a Carbon Mentor from the Better Climate for Camden 
Team when they have made an application for a Mark of Achievement.  

3.3 Evidence 

3.3.1 For the Going Green Mark you will need to be certain that the Better Climate for 
Camden Team have received your Climate Commitment (see Climate Commitment 
and How to Join the Alliance - your organisation will appear on this page on the 
website as an Alliance member if the Team has your commitment 
www.betterclimateforcamden.org/members). Once you are certain you can submit the 
following evidence that you meet the award criteria: 
3.3.1.a A carbon footprint report  
3.3.1.b An action plan with a carbon reduction target   

3.3.2 For the Cutting Carbon Mark you will need to submit the following evidence that you 
meet the award criteria: 
3.3.2.a A carbon footprint report which shows at least scope 1 and scope 2 carbon 

emissions over two consecutive twelve month periods and shows that 
emissions are reducing as described by the award criteria.  

3.3.2.b A verification statement (included in the application form) signed by senior 
management or an external verifier guaranteeing the quality of the carbon 
footprint report.  

3.3.2.c An action plan for the continued reduction of emissions over time and a 
carbon reduction target.   

3.3.3 For the Carbon Champion Mark you will need to submit the following evidence that 
you meet the award criteria: 
3.3.3.a A carbon footprint report which shows at least scope 1 and scope 2 carbon 

emissions over two consecutive twelve month periods and shows that 
emissions are reducing as described by the award criteria.  

3.3.3.b A verification statement (included in the application form) signed by senior 
management or an external verifier guaranteeing the quality of the carbon 
footprint report.  

3.3.3.c An action plan for the continued reduction of emissions over time and a 
carbon reduction target.   
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3.3.3.d Evidence of acting as a Leader and a Carbon Champion, such as a press 
release from an event or a case study. In most cases Carbon Champions 
will have been active members of the Camden Climate Change Alliance and 
therefore their efforts will be known by the Better Climate for Camden team 
and evidence for meeting this requirement need not be submitted, simply 
referenced.  

3.3.4 All evidence should be submitted electronically to better.climate@camden.gov.uk.  

3.4 Confidentiality 

3.4.1 The evidence submitted to the Camden Climate Change Alliance will become the 
property of Camden Council and is therefore subject to freedom of information 
legislation should this information be requested. Each freedom of information request 
is subject to review against legal exceptions and exemptions.  

3.4.2 The Camden Climate Change Alliance will use all submitted carbon footprints to 
produce a carbon footprint for the entire Alliance member base, building up a picture 
of the contribution that the Alliance is making to an overall reduction in carbon dioxide 
emissions from the non-domestic sector in Camden.  

3.4.3 Organisations submitting particularly good footprints and action plans may be invited 
to become a case study for the Alliance and where permitted by the organisation, the 
Alliance may use the information as an example of best practice for other 
organisations to follow.  

3.4.4 The evidence submitted will also be used for internal research purposes to help to 
continually develop the Camden Climate Change Alliance into a useful forum for its 
members, providing the services, events, and advice that they need to meet their 
carbon challenges.  

3.5 Auditing & Verification 

3.5.1 All evidence submitted is reviewed by the Better Climate for Camden Team. Where 
necessary, the Carbon Mentor assigned to the organisation will request a short visit 
to verify some of the submitted information. This will not take up more than two hours 
and could take place remotely.   

3.5.2 Where there is any doubt that an organisation has met the criteria for award of a Mark 
of Achievement the application will be considered by the Camden Climate Change 
Alliance Advisory Board who will come to a final decision.   

3.6 Timeframe 

3.6.1 Marks of Achievement are valid for one year starting on the day that the organisation 
receives an electronic copy of the Mark that they have met the criteria for and a copy 
of these guidelines.   
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3.7 Certification 

3.7.1 Organisations successfully applying for a Mark will be supplied with this guidance, a 
jpeg image of the Mark, and a certificate showing the start and expiry date of the 
Mark.  

4 Continued use of the Mark 

4.1 The Camden Climate Change Alliance 

4.1.1 The Camden Climate Change Alliance is a long term commitment by Camden 
Council and its partners to work with the non-domestic sector to support them and 
provide a forum for joint working to achieve real reductions in carbon emissions. The 
first phase of the project will run until March 2012 and funding will be sought to 
extend the project to 2015 and beyond.  

4.1.2 The Climate Commitments signed by organisations when joining the Camden Climate 
Change Alliance are valid for as long as the project continues or until the organisation 
voices a wish to leave the Alliance. Therefore, given the timescales involved, 
organisations receiving a Mark of Achievement are likely to need to continually 
demonstrate their compliance with the Mark criteria in order to be able to continue to 
use the Mark.  

4.2 Reapplying 

4.2.1 One month before the expiration of mark of achievement your organisation will be 
invited by Better Climate for Camden to apply for a renewal by submitting the latest 
evidence demonstrating that the relevant award criteria has been met. You will not 
need to re-submit the application form.  

4.2.2 If your organisation is seeking to upgrade to a higher Mark, such as ‘Cutting Carbon’ 
or ‘Carbon Champion’ then this aim should be stated in the submission email along 
with the appropriate supporting evidence.  

4.3 Retraction of the Mark 

4.3.1 Organisations will be given until two months after the expiration of their Mark to 
submit evidence for continued use. After this time a letter will be sent to the 
organisation requesting the cessation of the use of the Mark immediately. The 
Alliance member’s webpage will no longer show the organisation as having met the 
criteria for one of the Marks of Achievement.   

5 Contacts  
 
The Better Climate for Camden Team 
London Borough of Camden  
7th Floor 
Town Hall Extension  
Argyle Street 
London 
WC1H 8EQ  
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Telephone: 020 7974 6756  
Fax: 020 7974 5714 
Email: better.climate@camden.gov.uk  
Web: www.betterclimateforcamden.org/achievement  
 
 
 


