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Aims of this seminar

• Overview of how climate change may affect Camden
• To find out what you think the main impacts are on 

Camden and what the risks and opportunities are
• To discuss how you and your organisations might 

adapt to deal with the future climate changes and the 
associated impacts, risks and opportunities

• To develop action plans for adaptation



Climate Change Adaptation

UKCIP definition: 
“planned responses aimed at minimising the threats and 

maximising the opportunities of a changing climate.
Adaptation can also be thought of as the ongoing 

process of managing changing climate risks.”



SCIENCE & PREDICTIONS



Global Climate Change
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Global Mean Temperatures



Impacts of Global Temperature 
changes (2100)

• Scenario B1 – LOW 
– Best estimate temperature rise of 1.8 � C with a likely range of 1.1 to 

2.9 � C Sea level rise likely range 18 to 38 cm (7 to 15 inches) 

• Scenario A1B 
– Best estimate temperature rise of 2.8 � C with a likely range of 1.7 to 

4.4 � C

– Sea level rise likely range 21 to 48 cm (8 to 19 inches)
• Scenario A1FI - HIGH

– Best estimate temperature rise of 4.0 � C with a likely range of 2.4 to 
6.4 � C

– Sea level rise likely range 26 to 59 cm (10 to 23 inches)



"Sea ice is projected to shrink in both the Arctic and Antarctic 
… In some projections, Arctic late-summer sea ice disappears 

almost entirely by the latter part of the 21st century.“
– IPCC 4th Assessment



Global Effects 

• Water shortages (drought)
• Sea level rise (flooding)
• Agricultural upset
• Increase in frequency and severity of extreme 

weather events
• Global disease pattern changes

Potential impacts on supply chains and global markets 
from the above 



Interactive
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UK and London Predictions

• Central UKCP09 (UK Climate projections) for 2050:
– Average rainfall about the same, BUT...
– Average UK winter rainfall to increase from 157mm to 

180mm (unlikely to be above 207mm)

– Average UK annual temperatures set to rise from 11oC to 
13oC (range 12 to 14)

– Average warmest summer day temperature to rise from 
31oC to 33oC but the range on estimates is up to 38oC for 
the average. 



London Predictions



London Predictions

Locally, Camden and its residents are likely to 
experience:

• Hotter, drier summers leading to drought and...
• More frequent heatwaves
• Warmer, wetter winters
• Less cloud cover in the summer
• Increased flood risk as rainfall when it comes will be 

heavier and more intense









Liabilities

Examples:
• Transport systems and infrastructure
• Buildings and the built environment, premises, flood risks and 

heat
• Employees: illness and finances, fuel poverty, fuel costs
• Water costs
• Insurance
• Many UK-based companies rely on manufacturing operations in 

East and South East Asia, where impacts such as an increase 
in the frequency of tropical storms and water scarcity are 
expected



Liabilities Focus: Reporting 
Requirements 
Why Report on Climate Change?
• Key drivers for reporting

– Mandatory reporting
– CRC
– Requests for information from clients, investors and other 

stakeholders
• What and how to report

– Environmental data
– Risks and opportunities

• Some examples of good practice
• Where to go for further information



Existing & New Reporting 
Requirements: 
Companies Act 1985 & Companies 
Act 2006
� All British companies (except those defined as small) must produce a 

‘Business Review’. All privately owned large companies must report on 

environmental matters, where appropriate.

� UK quoted companies must include information about environmental

matters in the ‘Business Review’ section of their annual report and 

accounts (including the impact of the company’s business on the 

environment).

� Directors have a duty to have regard to the impact of the company’s 

operations on the community and the environment.



Mandatory GHG Reporting 2012? 

New GHG Reporting Guidance available on Defra’s
website



Carbon Reduction Commitment 

� New mandatory emissions trading scheme for large non-energy 

intensive business and public sector organisations.

� Affects organsations with an annual electricity bill of over 

£500,000

� Starts 1st April 2010

� Cap and trade scheme



Voluntary reporting

• Investors asking for data - Carbon Disclosure 
Scheme

• Clients using management of environmental impacts 
as a selection criteria for suppliers

• Clients asking for data to assess their own indirect 
impacts up and downstream. 

• Reporting as a way to differentiate the company



Boundary Issues 
Direct vs. Indirect responsibility

• Polluter Pays principle: assigns responsibility to those parties
that directly cause the pollution or use a natural resource…

…but indirect impacts may be more significant than direct
• Examples of direct:

– Car fleet, heating boilers (GHG emissions)

• Examples of indirect:
– Upstream / supply chain: Electricity (GHG emissions), water 

supply, outsourced logistics etc.
– Downstream: product in use



Boundary Issues - small company 
example
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Boundary Issues 
Organisational boundaries

• Do you have joint ventures, subsidaries, franchises?
• Being clear if boundary if determined on an equity or 

control basis.



The Berkeley Group Sustainability 
Report 2009



BSkyB website



Example of Good Reporting – The 
Berkeley Group



Example of Good Reporting – BskyB



Sources of Advice and Guidance

• Defra
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/business/reporting

• Carbon Trust   www.carbontrust.co.uk
• Article 13   www.article13.com
• Camden Council    

www.camden.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/environment/climate-
change

• Carbon Disclosure Project      www.cdproject.net
• Global Reporting Initiative      www.globalreporting.org



Suggested strategic responses 
• Reporting
• Ownership and commitment to adaptation
• Gather evidence of the impacts on your business from 

recent (historic) weather-related events
• Identify points in time that represent an opportunity to adapt 

your business
• Undertake an initial climate impacts assessment through an 

in-house workshop event - Use the Business Areas Climate 
Impacts Assessment Tool (BACLIAT) and involve senior 
staff from all parts of the business.

• Build capacity to adapt with climate change – supply chain 
relationships



Interactive:
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Responses and Opportunities

• Responses which also help reduce carbon 
emissions?

• Strategy and business planning 
• Identify points in time that represent an opportunity to 

adapt your organisation
• Low hanging fruit? 
• Borough Opportunities?



Practical Responses: Example 
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Action Planning

• What actions could you take within your 
organisation? Strategic and practical!
– Within one month from today
– One action within 6 months
– One action within a year

• Out of 10 how committed to each action? (where 10 
is very committed)

• What are the barriers to your actions? 



More information

• Climate Change Alliance’s new adaptation service:

www.betterclimateforcamden.org

• UK Climate Impacts Program, A Changing Climate for Business:
provides a very useful overview of predicted changes to the weather, 
how this will affect business, and what you can do to prepare: 
http://www.ukcip.org.uk/images/stories/Pub_pdfs/Georgette.pdf

• Business Link Adaptation Guidance: practical tips on adapting to 
climate change, insuring against risks and incorporating climate risks 
into business strategies:

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?r.s=m&r.l1=1079068
363&r.lc=en&r.l3=1081658406&r.l2=1082899603&topicId=1081658406
&r.i=1081673879&r.t=RESOURCES



Thank you

Contacts: 

Camden Climate Change Alliance

Tel: 020 7974 6756 

Email: better.climate@camden.gov.uk

Web: www.betterclimateforcamden.org

Article 13

Jane Fiona Cumming

Tel: 020 8840 4450

Email: janefionac@article13.com

Web: www.article13.com


